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town. Three years after his burial in uucoiifaecrated ground,
his remains were removed to the Chapter-Louse of his
Abbey ; it is a point of most curious interest that as recently
as 1903 his coffin was discovered on this actual site.
After Samson's time the Abbey passed through many
vicissitudes, suffering often from the violent hostility of the
townsfolk. But it is said to have been second only to
Glastonbury of all English Abbeys, and at the Dissolution
(1538-9) its annual income was about £200,000 of modern
money. The antiquary John Leland, who visited the abbey
shortly before its fall, thus described it: ' The sun hath not
shone on a town more delightfully situated on a gradual and
easy descent, with a small river flowing on the eastez-n part,
or a monastery more illustrious, whether we consider its
wealth, its extent, or its incomparable magnificence: you
might indeed say that the monastery itself is a town ; so
many gates there are, some of them of brass; so many
towers; and a church, than which none can be more
magnificent, and subservient to which are three others also
splendidly adorned with admirable workmanship, and stand-
ing in one and the same churchyard. The rivulet mentioned
above, with an arched bridge thrown over it, glides through
the bounds of the monastery.' A reconstruction of this scene
(after Mr. Hardy's drawing) is given in the frontispiece.
The great abbey church, cruciform in plan, was 512 feet
long; the breadth across the transepts was 212 feet, and that
of the west front was 246. The Bell Tower (at the west end)
was rebuilt in 1432, after its fall. On the north side of the
church lay the conventual buildings, running round the
cloister garth. Before the west door may be seen in the
picture the so-called Norman Tower, or Church Gate, 86 feet
in height, which is now the steeple of St. James's Church.
On the extreme left appears the famous Abbey Gate (see also
the" illustration facing p. 10). This gate was built about
1350 in place of an old gateway which the townsfolk had
destroyed in 1327. It is a massive building, 72 feet in

